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Thomas Gray Primary School

Elmer Room

Continuous Provision for Sand Area

Personal, Social and
Emotional

Interested in others’ play and
starting to join in.

Expresses own preferences
and interests.

Responds to the feelings and
wishes of others

Shows understanding and
cooperates with some

Language and
Communication

Understands ‘who’, ‘what’,
‘where’ in simple questions
(e.g. Who's that/can? What's
that? Where is.?).

Developing understanding of
simple concepts (e.g.

Physical

Shows control in holding and
using mark-making tools.
May be beginning to show
preference for dominant
hand.

Permanent Resources

Sand (wet and/or dry), Sand tray, container, sieves, colanders, buckets, containers, cups,
pans, spades, scoops, spoons, funnels, wheels, sand moulds

Suggestions for Enhanced learning

boundaries and routines. big/little).
Can inhibit own ¢ Shells, pebbles, stones, gems, gravel, twigs, lollipop sticks, bark, leaves, driftwood, sand paper
actions/behaviours, e.g. stop ¢ Foil, plastic lids, foil trays, cellophane, plastic mirrors
themselves from doing ¢ Small world figures, animals, sea creatures, fish, dinosaurs
something they shouldn’t do. * ‘Bones’ made from plastic, baked dough

e ‘Fossils’ made from pressing things into plasticine/dough

¢ Materials to add - food colouring, glitter, salt, sawdust

Literacy Mathematics Understanding | Expressive Art Role of the Adult
the World and Design

Distinguishes
between the
different marks they
make.

Uses some language
of quantities, such as
‘more’ and ‘a lot’.

Beginning to
categorise objects
according to
properties such as
shape or size.

Begins to use the
language of size.

In pretend play,
imitates everyday
actions and events
from own family and
cultural background,
e.g. making and
drinking tea

. Beginning to have

their own friends.

* Beginning to make-

believe by pretending

* Experiments with
blocks, colours and
marks.

Playing alongside & talking about what you/children are doing
Listen to what children are saying and respond with key vocabulary
Support children to take turns

Allow time for children to take time and concentrate

Ask questions to extend children’s thinking and learning

Take observational notes/photos of key children

Observe children’s interests to plan future activities

Key Vocabulary and Questions

Full, empty, more than, less than, heavy, light, fill, pour

Names of equipment

Imaginative and descriptive language

| wonder what will happen if / when?

Tell me how...? ¥
What do you think?

Which holds more / less?  Why does it?





