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Dear Parents, 

 

I am writing to consult you on changes to school times from 

September 2021. The changes of times will be further discussed at 

full governors in the last week of term, if you have any comments 

please email them to the Clerk of Governors Mrs DaCosta at 

cgeddes@thomasgrayprimary.co.uk, and these will be shared with the full 

Governors. 

The parent consultation group have already been consulted about 

this last year pre-Covid, as we originally hoped to make the changes 

in September 2020. The group were in favour of the change of times 

as they could see how it would benefit the children – a member of 

the governing body also sits on the parent consultation group.  

There has been a delay from initial consultation to now due to Covid 

and ongoing uncertainty of school times due to Covid restrictions. 

We are being positive and hoping that things will be back to normal 

in September. 

The proposal is that from September 2021 the school times for all 

classes from Year 1 to Year 6 will be: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.30 am to 3.15 pm. 

Wednesday 8.30 am to 2.15 pm for all classes. 

In moving to an earlier finish of 1 hour on a Wednesday, it is 

necessary to make up that time to enable the full curriculum 

entitlement to be delivered effectively. This will mean that the 

school maintains the shorter lunchtimes which have taken place in  
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lock down /Covid.  Staff have agreed to a 45-minute lunch as they 

know that a one-hour assessment for learning hour will be beneficial 

to each class team to make sure that they can discuss each child’s 

progress and next steps and give each child the opportunity to reach 

his or her potential.  

The only class that will have a later finish time will be the Elmer  

two-year-old room, that will be open until 3.30pm Monday Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday afternoon. Parents will be encouraged to collect 

older siblings first. 

The school day will consist of:  

Nursery to Year 6 

8.30 to 9 would be ‘Get ready to grow time’ - this will be a slot 

focusing on the wellbeing of your child. The ‘Get ready to grow time’ 

will be based on the needs of the class and sometimes the individual 

child. Activities which will take place in the ‘Get ready to grow time’ 

will include: Roar rainbow ; Five a day;  the Daily Mile; One to one 

conferencing ; Reading to an adult time; pre teach activities. 

‘Getting ready to grow time!’ will be a settling in of children  and  an 

inspiring the class before lesson time   which will also enable:- Staff 

including SLT and pastoral officer to deal with any issues, 

safeguarding or behaviour that have happened the previous day or 

overnight more effectively without disrupting  learning in lesson 

time. It will allow for all our pupils, to get some support to help them 

to prepare them for the school day ahead.  This maybe well-being 

focused, a chance for your child to have a one-to-one talk with a 

member of staff, or to have some quiet calm time. It may be 

academic focused, giving staff the extra time to meet individual 

pupils to discuss their progress. Some targeted intervention will also 

take place at this time in the intervention areas –  if your child is 

picked for one of these booster sessions it is really important that 

they are on site for 8.30am for tutoring. 

We know that having a positive start to the day will get each child  

ready to grow and believe in themselves and help him or her make 

more progress.  

Attendance of pupils at Thomas Gray is also a key priority, after the 

past disruption of the last 18 months. We hope that flexible start 

window from 8.30am to 9am will also ensure we hope that any 

punctuality issues that can be caused by oversleeping and rush hour  
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traffic will no longer impact on lesson time. We also hope that this 

window of time will allow staff to meet with pupils at the start of 

the day we will be able to address any attendance issues early and 

work with parents/carers to ensure we have the appropriate 

information regarding our pupils attendance/absence. 

Finally it will help with congestion around the gate as there will be an 

arrival of children over a 30-minute period. 

The plan is that children will be dropped at the school gate from 

Year 2 upwards – a member of the senior leadership team will be at 

the gate to meet and greet your child. Covid has shown us that even 

our little ones are ready to take that first step to independence. 

The school doors and register will be closed at 9am and after this 

time your child will be marked as late. 

Teaching time Year R to Year 6 will be 9am to 3.15pm x 4 days with a 

45-minute lunch which will be 5hr 30 mins each day and 9am to 

2.15pm x 1 day with 45-minute lunch which will be 4 hours 30 

minutes.  

There is no statutory time set by the DFE it is simply the time 

needed to cover the curriculum. 

Assembly/ collective worship are statutory and will therefore be 3 

to 3.15 MON. TUES, THURS; Friday Star assembly 2.45 – 3.15. 

These will all be via zoom unless guest or Achievement. Assembly. 

Parents will be invited to Achievement and special assemblies and we 

look forward to welcoming you back on site. 

If the 2.15pm early finish on a Wednesday impacts on you as a 

working parent or a parent in full time study, there will be a sports 

coach leading an activity, which will last from 2.15pm to 3.15pm. This 

will need to be pre booked and the school will need evidence from 

your employer or college to secure a place.  

 

Thank you for you continued support  

 

Rachael Rimmer 

Headteacher 
 

 

 

 


